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FORVMAL COMMENT SESSI ON

MR. PARHAM Gerry Pollet fromthe Heart of
Anerica Northwest. W'd like for you to cone to
the m crophone. And our court reporter here is

starting to take the verbati mcomments now. Thank

you.
COMMENTS BY GERRY POLLET
|'"ve got sone slides, so |I'mgoing to use
them No disrespect, I'mgoing to face this way.

I went for a wal k today along the Gorge on a
trail wth 200-year-old trees. And | was thinking
about the fact that those trees were saplings when
Lewis and Clark cane by. And then tonight, you're
tal ki ng about a | egacy where, 200 years from now,
after the Energy Departnent says it has cl eaned up
Hanf ord, wal ki ng along the Colunbia River will be
dangerous for our grandchildren and our great-
grandchi | dren because of the | evels of
contam nati on under their proposed deci sions.

And make no m stake, when the Energy
Departnent says it has a preferred alternative,
that nmeans their proposed decision. And what

you' ve heard tonight, unfortunately, was m sl eadi ng
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in inplying that that proposed decision is not to

i ssue a formal decision, that is to use Hanford as
a national radioactive waste dunp. And indeed, if
you listened carefully tonight, what you heard is
that the Energy Departnent says they nade that
decision in 2000. And that is why they are
illegally failing to include in this inpact
statenent consideration of any alternative of which
they do not dunp nore waste at Hanford.

Let's look at this -- Go to the next slide.
We're here toni ght because we're concerned about
the Colunbia River and the health of future
generations; the river that flows past Hanford,
past nine nuclear reactors, and flows past for 50
m | es.

Today, contam nation is entering the river at
1500 tines the drinking water standard. Wat the
Energy Departnent doesn't explain to you clearly,
even in the EIS, is that the drinking water
standard is set for each contam nant at the |eve
of which one adult drinking that water out of every
10,000 will die of cancer. You all can do the
mat h. 1500 out of 10,000 per radioactive
strontium 90 entering the river in seeps today.

Let's junp ahead. Forty mles of unlined
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burial grounds. This EIS fails to address the
cumul ative inpacts truly fromnot digging up the
waste in these burial grounds, that they were
dunpi ng waste into unlined ditches until 2004.

Next slide. The voters of Washington state
and the people of Oregon have spoken clearly. W
passed Initiative 297 saying, "Clean up before you
dunp nore." This EIS shows that it is
unconsci onable, A, to dunp nore; B, to even | eave
the waste that is already at Hanford.

Next slide. You' ve seen sone of these nmaps
before. This one is carbon tetrachloride in the
groundwat er today. Next slide. 1In 120 years, the
dark red area near where the river shore is now -- wll
then be at 50 tines the drinking water standard.

Next slide. Plutoniumin 1,000 years.
Plutoniumin 1,000 years will be 300 tines the
drinki ng wat er standard under DOE s proposed
decisions to | eave tank waste in the ground, not
clean up the billions of gallons of liquid
di scharges fromthe tanks or the mllion gallons
that have | eaked fromthe tanks, not to clean up
those soiled ditches, and to add nore waste.

Next slide. Let's just skip over these maps,

because you' ve seen sonme from Ken. This one shows
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that fromthe tank residues and the | eaks and
billions of gallons of deliberate discharges out of
the tanks, over the next several thousand years,
urani um 238 will be a hundred tinmes the drinking
wat er standard. And that's because of the waste
fromthe tanks that they just only -- that they

| eave a percent behind and pour cenent in. The

waste will nobilize and nove again. And if they
just put a cap over the billions of gallons of
different waste discharge sites, the waste wll be

nobi |l i zed and nove, | eave the cap, and go out
t hrough the groundwater.

Next slide. The Energy Departnent is not
telling the truth about how the waste trucks wl|
come to Hanford. 17,000 trucks of waste. The
Energy Departnent says it's basing this analysis on
the sane analysis it did in 2004, which its own
I nternal docunment said it was, quote, "technically
I ndefensible."” That analysis clearly showed that
the waste streans included nunmerous sites from
California sending waste to Hanford.

Al so, the highly radi oactive G eater-Than-

Cl ass-C shipnents would conme up I-5 and 1-84 to
Hanf ord. Those G eater-Than-C ass-C shi pnents

should be in this Environnental |npact Statenent.
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Make no m stake about it. NEPA, the environnental

| aw under which this EIS is conducted, says al
federal actions and proposals have to be disclosed
to you in one inpact statenent show ng their

I npacts all together, the cunulative inpacts. That
nmeans the inpacts of the trucks that will go by a
hundred yards from here. And nmake no m stake that
t hey are dangerous.

This is the |ast slide. The Energy
Departnent's own estinmate was that 816 fat al
cancers would occur if Hanford was used for its
GNEP program receiving radi oactive wastes and
spent fuel. The GICC wastes are as hot as this.
This is wthout an accident; this is just what
happens fromsitting in traffic or being exposed as
It goes past your honme, your conmunity center, your
school .

W have to say "No." Please join ne in
saying: Enpty the waste out of the tanks all the
way. Renove the tanks, clean up the | eaks fromthe
tanks and the discharges. And that it is
unconsci onabl e, unconsci onabl e to add nore waste to
Hanford. Say "No."

Thank you very much.

MR. PARHAM Next up is Jurgen Hess, and Brett
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will be after that.

COMMENTS BY JURGEN HESS:

"' mJurgen Hess fromHood River. |'mhere
toni ght, very, very frustrated. More on that
| at er.

Sonme specifics first: Please clean up al
contam nated water, all of the 53 mllion gallons
of radioactive waste. And not 99 percent, but
99. 99999999 percent. Don't bury any of the tanks;
they will eventually leak. Include cleaning up al
of the unlined soil trenches, all of the |eaked
radi oactive waste. Conpletely dismantle the Fast
Flux Test Facility.

On the off-site waste: None, nada, none;
especially until all or 100 percent of the existing
waste is cleaned up. There are just too many risks
and dangers to our Gorge communities, wth cancer
risks, terrorismthreats, spills. Even after the
waste treatnment plant is up, even then there
shoul dn't be any.

Now this gets to ny frustration: Does it
really matter what we say? W have been sayi ng
this for countless years. Local citizens have been

unani mous about no off-site waste. The State of
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Oregon has said that; now it appears tonight that
the State of Washington has said that. Qur
senat or, Senator Wden, has said no off-site waste.
| s anybody listening or do you even care what our
comments are? |'mjust so frustrated.

In closing, | want to say regarding off-site
waste: Qur future generations will say the sane
thing, no off-site waste. And we'll be telling you
that for the next 5,000 years.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM Next will be Brett, after Brett
wll be Steve Curley.

COMMENTS BY BRETT VANDENHEUVEL:

I"m Brett VandenHeuvel w th Col unbi a
Ri ver keeper.

First, alittle bit of a victory. | know I
see a lot of people in this roomwho were
testifying at the nercury disposal hearing about a
year ago. And you probably heard that about a
nont h ago, they decided not to nake Hanford the
nati onal repository for nmercury. And so that's
good to keep one extrenely toxic chem cal off of
t he banks of the Col unbia River.

And | share Gerry's frustration about not
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1 listening. But | think in fact, people are
2 listening. And | think a |lot of your testinony for
3 the nmercury kept it out of here and actually
4 shipped it to Texas, where it bel ongs.
5 A couple of quick issues. | nean, just sinply
6 our notto is to clean up first, no new waste, and
7 protect our salnmon. Very sinple. There's lots of
8 charts in the EIS. |f you ve had a chance to dig
9 through it at all, 6,000 pages of fascinating
10 charts, one of which I'mjust going to briefly
11 nmention regardi ng the tank cl osure. Tanks should
12 be cl eaned up to 99.9 percent clean, or as clean as
13 technol ogy allows it.
14 | think Ken showed the slide, but we have a
15 little flier we put together. And on the back of
16 It, if you don't feel I|ike digging through the
17 6, 000 pages of EIS, is the chart show ng the cancer
18 risks wth the different cleanups. So at 99.9
19 percent, the cancer risk, even then, is going to be
20 about one in a thousand -- | nean, sorry, one in
21 10, 000 people. If we drop that down to only
22 cleaning up to 90 percent, it goes down to one in a
23 t housand people. So a dranmtic increase in cancer
24 risk by not cleaning up to the full anount.
25 | nmean, it shouldn't even be a discussion

Nationwide Scheduling
Toll Free: 1.800.337.6638

\ DEPONET Facsimile: 1.973.355.3094
® www.deponet.com

7



© 00 N o o A~ wWw N e

I N N N N N T e T i o e
a A W N P O © 0O N oo 0o A WO N+, O

Publ i c Hearing February 9, 2010

12

we' re having tonight when we're tal ki ng about
orders of magnitude of nore cancer if we don't do a
full cleanup. So please, we encourage the nost

t horough cl eanup possi ble on the tanks. Your own
data show that there's a dramatic increase of
cancer risk if you do not clean up to 99.9 percent.

That's not to nention the spilled waste, the
wast e that has been dunped or spilled or | eaked out
of these tanks. Over a mllion gallons already has
been spilled. And this EI'S, this proposal by the
Departnment of Energy, does not address that. It
does not propose to clean that up. That's not part
of the preferred alternative.

So we ask that you clean up not only the waste
that is in the tanks, but also the waste that has
already | eaked. It doesn't nmake sense to do an
I nconpl ete job, to clean up only part of it. You
know, Hanford just got $2 billion in stinulus
noney. And as a taxpayer, | strongly encourage
t hat noney be spent for cleaning up all of the
waste. And we don't think that noney shoul d be
spent on, a second point, bringing in new waste.
Absol utely unacceptable to inport nore waste to
Hanf or d.

The concept of cleanup first is wdely
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accepted by the public. You know, it was passed by
an overwhel m ng vote in WAashington, trying to
prohibit this. The people do not want nore waste
comng to Hanford. Hanford sits -- | nmade a joke
about Texas, |ike the waste should go there.

That's not true. W shouldn't ship the waste
anywher e.

But Hanford sits on the banks of the Col unbia
River, the Iifeblood of the Pacific Northwest,
vital to our econony, vital to the health and
wel fare of many of the communities that sit al ong
its banks, to Native Anericans who consune a | ot of
fish, to all of us in this roomwho use that river
to recreate, who eat the fish fromthat river every
day. |It's conpletely inappropriate to ship nore
waste to Hanford.

| want to talk briefly about the State of
Oregon and the State of Washington. For O egon,
you know, Ken Ni|es has been an anmzi ng advocate
for cleanup of Hanford, has done a trenendous job
over the years and is continuing to do so. But |
think it's tine we need to step it up. | nean, |
t hi nk Ken does an excellent analysis, raises good
alternatives, but I think it's time for our

| eadership in Oregon to step it up.
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Ken makes a good point: There's not a |lot of
regul atory authority in Oregon, so we need to step
up the political pressure. [It's tinme that we
demand Gover nor Kul ongoski to make trips to -- to
Washi ngton, D.C., to stand up for the people, to
neet with Secretary Chu, and say that this proposal
today i s unaccept abl e.

The State of Washi ngton does have regul atory
authority, which is even nore exciting. Under the
State Environnmental Policy Act in WAshi ngton,

Washi ngton hol ds sone stronger cards here. Not
saying it's, you know, holding a trunp card. But
we certainly encourage Washington to utilize their
authority under SEPA; and for all the WAshi ngton
citizens in the room to encourage your governor
and agency to do so.

So Washi ngton shoul d consider the preferred
alternative of cleaning up the 99.9 percent of the
tank waste and consider to clean up the one mllion
gal lons of spilled waste. Do the analysis that DCE
failed to conduct. Because DCE did not conduct
this analysis, the State of WAshi ngton nust do so.
And you have the legal authority to do so.

And lastly, the -- Washi ngton should al so

conduct the analysis of, surprise, what the people
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want of not inporting nore waste. All the
Departnent of Energy did was said, "Were should we
put this waste?" |t wasn't an anal ysis of whether
we should bring in the waste or not, but where to
put it. Washington, in their SEPA anal ysis, should
conduct the alternative of not inporting off-site
waste to Hanford.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. Steve Curley. And

after Steve will be Robin Klein.

COMMENTS BY STEVE CURLEY:

|"'m Steve Curley. | live here in the Gorge.
| would like to thank you for having this neeting
here in Hood River

And it just blows ny mnd that we've been
around for | don't know how many years -- sonme say
mllions of years and sone say 6,000 years -- and
since the md '40s, we've been dunping this toxic
goo in Hanford up there, that has a half-life of
200, 000 years. And we're just screwing it up for
future generations, for hundreds and hundreds and
t housands of years, for this short-termwhatever it
Is that we're doing here. It's just ridiculous.

Wiy don't we keep the waste where it cones
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fron? So if it comes from Seabrook, New Hanpshire,

If it comes fromLinerick, Pennsylvania, why don't
you keep it back there? O keep it back in
Tennessee. Wiy are you shipping it across the
country here, to ny backyard? | don't appreciate
it.

And 1'Il tell you what. |'ve been comng to
these neetings for 20 years. National Geographic
Magazi ne had an article right around 1990, and |
remenber they said it was going to take 20 years to
clean up Hanford at the cost of X billion dollars.
| forget, it mght have been 12 billion, it m ght
have been 50 billion. | don't know. But here it
I's, 20 years later. |I'm51 years old now. | was
30 when | started comng to these things. This is
ridi cul ous.

| believe that the voters of WAshington state
al so passed a law requiring the Departnent of
Energy to clean up the largest Superfund site in
the western hem sphere; that would be Hanford.
bel i eve they passed a law, and | believe that
shoul d be uphel d.

This clean coal and cl ean nucl ear bal oney |
heard from President Cbama in the State of the

Uni on Address is just nonsense. W all know
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that -- If there's a way to safely di spose of
nucl ear waste, you can sign ne up; |'ll buy that
stuff. But you know what, there is no safe way.
| used to protest back at Linerick,
Pennsyl vania, back in the late '70s, when the thing

In Harrisburg went off, when Three MIle Island went

off. I'man hour fromthere. | know all about
this stuff.

Who is the contractor there now? |[|'m asking
you.

MR. PARHAM Dussens (phonetic spelling) is
t he contractor.

MR. CURLEY: Dussens. It was GE it was
Bechtel. | nean, it seens they just shuffle the
paper around for five years and shuffle the paper
around, and stick billions of dollars in their back
pocket and just nove on. And it's 20 years |ater.
Ww, M. Curley is 51 now \Were did the tinme go?
Wil e these guys are getting totally rich.

It's tine to clean the ness you' ve nmade and
stop nmaking any nore and stop bringing any nore
here. Hanford should not be used as a radioactive
waste dunp. | urge you to dismantle the FFTF
reactor. This waste is and al ways has been headi ng

towards the Colunbia, |eaching towards the
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Colunmbia. |It's totally ridiculous that you'd even
think of bringing nore waste to Hanford.

The Departnent of Energy graphs show ng the
pl umes of radioactive waste headi ng towards the
river. | nmean, is that correct?

MR, PARHAM M hm

MR. CURLEY: |Is that what | saw up there
earlier? Yeah, it is. There's no |ogical reason
to accept off-site waste to Hanford. | say clean
up all 3 mllion gallons of buried nuclear waste to
a 99.9 retrieval, and drop the proposal to ship
radi oactive waste to Hanford, across the nation to
Hanf or d.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. Robin Klein. And

after Robin will be Mke d enent.

COMMENTS BY ROBI N KLEI N:

My nane is Robin Klein. And this EIS, I|ike
perhaps so many in the past, seens like -- this one
particularly seens |ike an analysis designed to
prepare -- for the DOE to do what it was intending
todointhe first place. It seens a sneaky way to
do it.

It's not considering the opinions of the
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1 public, which are well understood. W' re asked
2 whet her we shoul d clean up the tanks 99 percent or
3 99.9 percent. You already know the public wants it
4 conpletely cl eaned up. The FFTF decomm ssion or
5 entonb decommi ssion, these are easy answers.
6 But we're not asked whether or not you should
7 bring in off-site waste. That seens a mani pul ative
8 device in this EIS. 1It's just included in the
9 analysis in case you want to do it later on. But
10 you have a resoundi ng answer on that. You have the
11 initiative. You have a great answer on this
12 subj ect .
13 |"'mfrustrated with being spoon-fed
14 alternatives. And we're just part of the framework
15 that enables the DOE to do what it wants, not what
16 the public wants. Wat if we went wth the no
17 action alternative? Wuld that be the only way we
18 could stop off-site waste fromcomng to the site?
19 We're not maki ng much progress in the cl eanup,
20 anyway. We certainly don't need to add to it;
21 that's going in the wong direction.
22 MR. PARHAM Thank you. Mke Clenent. After
23 M ke, Karen Hardi ng.
24
25
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COMMENTS BY M KE CLEMENT:

Thank you for coming. M nane is M ke
Clement. | live in Hood River. And | would Iike
to voice ny opinion for nyself, nmy famly, ny
children, ny grandchildren, and for all future
gener ati ons.

This is quite a lot of liability you people
have taken on. | realize the problemis not your
fault. It's unfortunate that this is here, but it
Is here. And the people who first started working
wth these materials are nostly dead, at a very
early age, because they had no clue about what they
were dealing with and how dangerous these things
were, and how intransient they are as far as
getting rid of.

There is no way technically nowto get rid of
the material, unless you're going to put it in a
spaceship and send it off soneplace. You can talk
about cleaning it up. |It's all a shell gane, nove
It fromPoint Ato Point B. You change what it
| ooks like. It's still toxic; it's still
radi oacti ve waste.

So the first thing to do is quit making any
nore. |If you've already soiled yourself, why would

you stand there and do that again and again? |
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nmean, the United States -- in nmy opinion, the
world -- needs to quit using radioactivity for
anything until the nunber one problemis sol ved,
which is: How do we really get rid of waste? And
there is no answer to that right now.

So as far as the tanks are concerned, of
course they need to be cleaned up to the point that
nodern technology will allow. And that's got to be
to 99.99 percent. If you think it can be done that
much, do it. And don't be covering themup in a
landfill. That's just an "out of sight, out of
m nd" sol uti on.

Secondly, the Fast Flux. You know, at tines
It seens like we're getting on the right track of
closing these things down, and then they cone back
to haunt us again. O course, it should be
di smantl ed and renoved and cl eaned up to 99.9
percent or whatever the capabilities are today.

The idea of bringing waste here from ot her
parts of the country. | nean, it seens to ne,
being the dirtiest place in the nation, that we've
done our share, so to speak. And that's an
absolutely absurd idea. Get rid of that idea by
qui t maki ng nucl ear waste.

The vitrification, well, | sort of addressed
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that about it's not gone; it's just in a different
form

And, M. Lyon, | would just like to say to you
that | have advocated in the past that WAshi ngton
state, being in the seat of power, sue -- sue these
peopl e at every transgression. And | have sat at
neeti ngs where they have reported to you that "W
will stop the process.” That's great.

You go to court at that point, and you
get a -- an injunction on that work stoppage, and
you get them back to work. And you use the powers
that you have, as a state, through the court
system through the vote of the people, et cetera,
to make these people conformto what they know in
their heart of hearts is the right thing to do.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. Karen Harding. And
after Karen wll be Hugh McMahan

COMMENTS BY KAREN HARDI NG
My nane is Karen Harding. | live in M. Hood.
Il work with children. And | guess what | wanted to
express first off this evening is that | often fee
like a child when |'m com ng up here, ny enotional

response to all this poison in the air and the
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wat er .

And there are tines when | amdirecting a
toddler and | will say, "Well, it's tine to pick
up. You know, are you going to pick up the truck
or the doll?" And they -- they have to trust ne
that, you know, they're going to get lunch, and
they are going to pick up the truck and the doll.
Because | amnoving that way. | don't offer them
to sit down and watch their friends do all the
wor k.

And there's sort of an analysis here of, you
know, | feel like there was sone deci sion nade --
whether it was in 2000 or whenever -- that we're
going to truck in all the waste fromthe rest of
the country. And who nade that decision? Ws it a
president? Was it sonebody, you know, under the
Bush adm ni stration decided, well, we're going to
do this as cheaply as possible?

Who is that shrouded, mysterious person or
persons that decides, "Ckay, that decision is nade.
You're just going to have to trust us and we're
going to ship it all around the country."

Unaccept abl e. Unacceptable that there woul d
be an EIS that totally disregards what they've been

heari ng over and over and over: Don't ship in nore
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waste; clean up the waste 99.9 percent; take out
the tanks; don't bury the FFTF plant; don't bury
t he trenches.

We want drinking water for the thousands and
t housands of people who are going to be living in
this area in those next hundreds of years. And
because we aren't going to be around, well, we'll
just, you know, do it on the cheap. Unacceptable.
We are tal king about hunmanity here, not governnent
bur eaucracy and deci si on nmaki ng.

So |, like the folks this evening, that have
said push the governors, push the states. | would
hi ghly recommend that we | ook very carefully at the
anal ysis that Oregon is suggesting, their preferred
pr oposal

| think that is it. Thanks.

MR. PARHAM (kay. Hugh McMahan, and after
that will be Daniel Lichtenwald.

COMMENTS BY HUGH McMAHAN
My nanme is Hugh McMahan. And |I'm a physici an,
a retired diagnostic radiologist. So |I've had sone
exposure to radioactivity and health, no pun
I nt ended.

| support whol eheartedly the recommendati ons
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you' ve heard here tonight. Cean it up 99.9999

percent. As far as the cleanup of the single-wall
tanks, clean closure, and renove the tanks and

I nvestigate and renedi ate the soil contam nation
fromthe tank | eaks. Deconm ssion the Fast Fl ux
Test Facility, the way Trojan was taken care of.
And absolutely no nore waste.

And | would al so make a comment here regardi ng
the contam nation, radioactivity into the Col unbia
River. And | don't knowif Ken is aware of this,
but the Umatilla Basin, which is in North Central
and Eastern Oregon, has a huge agricultural area.
And their groundwater, they've been punping that
for years. And the table is dropping.

And there is a programthat they're working on
called the Umatilla Aquifer Storage and Recovery
Program -- or Project, which calls for punping
water in the winter out of the Colunbia River, into
the aquifer. Can you inmagine what that's going to
do when those radioactivity levels go up? And if
the radioactivity |l evel goes up beyond the O egon
DOE qual ifications or standards, then they cannot
do that. And that's going to plunge that whol e
area into an econom c chaos.

And just sone other comments: The people in
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this room as you' ve heard, have been com ng here
for 20 years and nore. |'ve only been comng for
four or five. But the whole thing is |ike spinning
our wheels. W just can't have this draw ng out
forever. | nean, we Anericans put a man on the
nmoon in about ten years. There's no reason we
can't clean up Hanford in that period of tine.

The bureaucratic process should not be strung
out forever. Sone things need to be deliberated,
but the Hanford cleanup is not one of them As
you' ve heard here toni ght, everybody knows what
needs to be done. So just do it. Do what is
right. Cdean it up and all of it.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM Daniel. And after Daniel, Lisa
Van Dyk wll follow.

COMMENTS BY DANI EL LI CHTENWALD:

My nanme is Daniel Lichtenwald. | live in
ol dendal e, Washington. Let's see.

This sort of has a -- you know, has a history
of these kind of near-termdecisions that really
are kind of based on bureaucratic and institutional
expedi ence. People get their tickets punched and

cone onto the job; they get pronoted; they go away.
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Presidents get elected; they get replaced. On and
on and on and on.

And so this all |ooks Iike, you know, there
are these sort of decisions that are nade that are
sort of for the nonment, based on pretty nuch what
peopl e would |i ke to have done. And I'mwth
soneone el se who was up here saying, you know,

these are crafted decisions that are run through a

© 00 N o o A~ wWw N e

process, and we're part of the process to say that
someone can sign off and say that there was a
public hearing, and it noves on.

What needs to be done really is to | ook at the
real goals, not just goals for the next 20 years,
sonebody's career while soneone is in office, but
the real goal, which should be that that area can
be occupi ed safely by humans and ani mal s forever.
That's the goal. And that should be kept in m nd.
And all the other stuff, you know, is you do the
best you can.

And in that regard, | think that the
Departnment of Energy has a conflict of interest.
And this has been brought up before. | claimthat
it's inpossible for the Departnment of Energy to
deal with Hanford. And I'mjust tal king about
Hanford. See, this is what happens, is the whole
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rest of the Departnent of Energy, their whole
bailiwi ck gets involved in this, gets sucked into
it.

This has got to do with WAshington state, the
Col unbia River, the Northwest. And the Depart nent
of Energy has a conflict of interest. | question
even the -- the data that's been presented in these
tonmes that get bigger and bigger, nore and nore
detailed. We cone here tonight. W' re supposed to
| ook at these slides? You can't even read them
No, this is -- this is snoke and mrrors. This is
just a way of throwing a |lot of stuff at people,
you know, inpressing themwth tables and charts.
They' re i npressed.

The cl eanup shoul d be viewed as 100 percent.
That's what you start with; that's your goal. It
may not get done in anybody's lifetine that's in
this room Certainly not. But that has to be the
goal. And you have to be able and willing to set
up prograns that go beyond your lifetine, beyond
your governnent career. They have to go way beyond
t hat .

And I"'ma little disappointed that the State
of Washington has sort of -- Well, anyway, they're

doi ng the best they can, | guess. But this is just
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1 not doing the job. These are uni que situations.
2 They call it a landfill. | nmean, we've got a
3 landfill in Klickitat County. And it's received
4 certain kinds of waste, certain things that can't
5 go into it, certain things that can; and it's
6 desi gned for that purpose.
7 So now you say that you're going to cover
8 t hese tanks that have been partially enptied, not
9 conpletely, and they're going to be a landfill.
10 It's a landfill solution. No, when you're talking
11 about stuff that has -- | nean, this isn't
12 househol d wast e.
13 This is stuff that has -- You know, tens of
14 t housands of years, it's al nost beyond
15 conprehension the things that it's going to have
16 I npact, you know, little by little by little. So
17 you're not going to be here. That's a problemfor
18 soneone el se. Just kick the can off the road, say,
19 "Well, we're going to do what we can in this budget
20 cycle."
21 Al so, sonebody back here nentioned that when
22 they first went in there, they didn't know what
23 they were doing. Well, | think they did know what
24 they were doing. | think they did know what they
25 were doing. Al they were saying was, "W'Il et
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the future take care of that." And that's exactly
what you're doing now. You're setting up another
set of circunstances where you're going to let the
future take care of it.

No, you have to | ook beyond that, and you have
to look to a total solution. And you may never
achieve it, but you pass the best you can on to
what cones |ater. But that -- that area has to
be -- it won't be occupi ed by humans and ani nal s
safely. The drinking water, people have to be able
to drink the water. That all has to cone.

Anyway, that's -- this FFTF, we're trying to
drive a stake through its heart, and it keeps
comng back to life all the time. No, that should
be di smantl ed, neutralized, ground up in little
tiny pieces, whatever it takes. And the ground
under it and around it, people can live on it.
That's what needs to be done.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM Lisa Van Dyk, followed by Keith
Har di ng.

COMMENTS BY LI SA VAN DYK:
I"m Lisa Van Dyk, with Heart of Anerica
Northwest. | wanted to take the first part of ny
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time to not ask ny question, but turnit into a
comment now since | didn't get the chance to get
that in.

But this is a followup to Brett's question
about off-site waste. And | just wanted to clarify
that this fall, | read the consent decree. And |'m
not a lawer. But there was no | anguage in the
actual consent decree barring off-site waste. It
was in the cover letter, pre-letter. | don't know
what it's called. But it was not in the actual
consent decree.

From what | understand, that does not nean
that DOE is legally obliged to not bring waste to
Hanford; it is nore a promse of the order. So
that's what | wanted to clarify.

Anyway, | will keep ny comments short, because
| agree with what everyone has said before ne
tonight. And it's clear that we're all concerned
about the future of the Pacific Northwest. W all
want a clean and heal thy environnment for future
generations. And it is also clear that the
preferred alternatives in the docunent that we're
tal king about sinply don't cut it.

There absolutely nust be an alternative under

whi ch no new waste is shipped to Hanford. The
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public has told you this repeatedly. And with this
docunent, as Ken Ni|es pointed out, we now have
your own nodeling that shows us how horrible it
wll be when we do bring it. So please, do not
bring any off-site waste to Hanf ord.

And just a little bit on the inpacts of not
cleaning up the tank | eaks are al so horrifying, and
are entirely unprotective of the groundwater in the
Colunbia River. So as everyone has said before ne,
99. 999 percent nust be cleaned up of the tank
waste. And do not forget the tanks | eaks and the
burial grounds, cribs and trenches. | would al so
encourage you to do an analysis of the Oregon
preferred alternative.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. Keith Harding, and
then followwng Keith will be Lauren CGol dberg.

COMMENTS BY KEI TH HARDI NG
H, I"'mKeith Harding. | live in the Upper
Hood River Valley, about ten mles fromthe edge of
t he Col unbi a River
Hanford is one curse fromour fathers laid
upon us, and now we are followng suit and | aying

even nore curses on generations to conme. Things
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| i ke the depl eted uraniumused in nodern warfare,
PCBs, dioxins, it's circulating all through the
gl obal ecosystens. Tens of thousands of chem cal s,
pesticides, herbicides. W're nmaking this planet
nore and nore perilous all the tinme for all life.

How wi de is humanity's threshold of tol erance
for all this garbage? W need to get serious about
this. There's several things that cone to m nd.

W need to, as other people have said, conpletely
dismantl e the FFTF. W' ve tal ked about that for
years now. All the way down.

Drop all consideration of noving hazardous
waste, toxic waste from anywhere else in the
country. Now, there's sone things that shoul dn't
be in anyone's backyard. But there is an upside to
having it in your own backyard. You m ght focus on
It nmore and clean it up.

Everything |'ve been hearing here for years
tells ne that soneone far away is | ooking at making
the Pacific Northwest a sacrifice area, literally.
That's us. What is the significance of the Pacific
Nort hwest in weather patterns, climate for the
entire United States? Not to nention, the Pacific
Nort hwest has a history of being a very rich and

bounti ful place. That's fast di sappearing because
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of what we're doing here: dans, pollution,
et cetera.

There's a lot to be said for decentralization
versus centralization. Wen sonething is
centralized, it's easy to put it out of mnd. Wen
It's decentralized, |ike where it is, people are
nore apt to work on it, clean it up. In a snmaller
anmount, it may be easier to handle than in a
hunmongous anount in one faraway pl ace.

And |i ke other people said, the real goa
needs to be not 99.9999, but 100 percent. That
needs to be the goal, to do it down to the very
end, to clean those tanks up and then to process
t hose tanks as best we can. You know, in this
"United States of Ammesia," things can quickly go
out of sight. And it needs to be held in sight for
along tine to cone.

According to Heart of Anerica's presentation
that Gerry gave us upstairs and his presentation
here, even the Departnent of Energy's own
scientific findings have sone pretty horrendous
casualties that even the DCOE has found. That
should tell you sonething. Wat is it really
saying, that we'll just go along with these

casualty levels? That's real human beings for a
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| ong, long tine.

Anot her thing that conmes to mnd is
vitrification seens to be the state-of-the-art
nmet hod for processing sone of the waste at Hanford.
And if a second vitrification plant is needed, that
shoul d get into the pipeline for action also.

And the spilled waste at Hanford shoul d be
added into this EI'S, also. And | understand that
It is not there at the present tine. But waste
that has been spilled on site and is mgrating,

t hat shoul d be added in al so.
Thanks a | ot.
MR. PARHAM Thank you. Lauren CGol dberg. And

after Lauren wll be Aera AtKkins.

COMMENTS BY LAUREN GOLDBERG

H, everyone. M nane is Lauren. |'ma staff
attorney with Colunbia Riverkeeper.

| just want to thank everyone so much for
com ng out tonight. |'ve seen your testinony at
other hearings. And it's very critical that we
have this nmass of people comng out tonight, in
Portl and, and al so submtting comrents.

And | just want to nmake two just general

comments to all of you based on what you're hearing
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tonight in terns of the years of frustrati on and
already being listened to. The first is that your
comments are critical. Utimtely, this wll al
becone part of a huge adm nistrative record,;
ultimately, a record that a court could even

revi ew

And your commrents tonight and witten conmments
Wil create what is really critical to denonstrate
that the Departnent of Energy, our federal
governnent, has not done their job under the
Nati onal Environnmental Policy Act in |ooking at a
reasonabl e range of alternatives and | ooki ng at
cunul ative inpacts of this project.

So please, continue to stay engaged in this
process, as frustrating as it mght seem at
nmonments. We have had our victories, you know, |ust
Wthin the last two nonths. And we need to
continue bringing that through the process.

And the second point is, outside of the
Envi ronnent al | npact Statenent, please do what you
can to talk to your nei ghbors about this hearing
tonight, to send a letter to the editor. As Cerry
poi nted out during the talk earlier, we need to
make sure this noves out of the sight of just a

smal |, public hearing to the general public.
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The words that, you know, Ken Ni|es shared
tonight, this is critical. This is our O egon
Departnment of Energy saying that this isn't enough;
this isn't going to bring us to the point of
cleanup that will protect our state. So pl ease
share that wth people outside of the public
process.

And then ny last two points go nore
specifically to the Draft Environnental | npact
Statenent. And that is that there's one really
critical federal statute that you hear about a | ot
on the Colunbia River, which is the Endangered
Species Act. And it's noticeably mssing in this
Draft Environnmental Inpact Statenent. That is, we
see very little nention of how the Departnent of
Energy's decision will inpact endangered and
t hreat ened sal non and steel head and ot her species
on the Col unbia River.

And that's a really critical flaw. Because by
not di scussing those inpacts, the Departnent is
el ecting not to consult wth the expert science
agencies on howits decisions will inpact those
species. So that's a really inportant coment to
make to the DOE in your comments as well this

eveni ng.
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And the last point is the National
Environnental Policy Act. Over the |ast several
decades, courts have repeatedly said that the heart
of this whole exercise in preparing an
Environnental Inpact Statenent is the agency's
anal ysis of the alternatives.

And, you know, what's clear this evening, in
comments fromthe State of Oregon and from many
nmenbers of the public, is that there's a ngjor,
reasonabl e alternative that's m ssing here, which
IS not inporting waste to Hanford. And so let's
all join in remnding the agency that at the heart
of this analysis, the public deserves and the
agency is required by |law to provi de reasonabl e
al ternatives.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. Aera Atkins, and

after Aera will be Bonnie New.

COMMENTS BY AERA ATKI NS:
My nane is Aera. (Good eveni ng, everybody.
And thank you for your presentations.
A bit of a caveat with that though, because
just feedback for our technical expert here: Not

very understandable to ne. And | feel like it's
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all alittle -- that there's a big disconnect going
on, and that the technical information that we've
been given is very hard to receive. But | hear
that in court, the technical information has been
called indefensible. So it |eaves ne feeling
like -- very uncertain that anything |'mhearing is

the bottomline of truth.

Having said that, | would just like to record
nmy request, ny desire that everything at Hanford
that can be cleaned up is cleaned up, including the
trenches, the contam nated water, the tanks taken
out, the Fast Flux Test Facility conpletely
dismantled, all the spilled waste taken care of. |
don't know if |I'm supposed to say 99. 9999 percent
or 100 percent, but |I'msure you get ny drift.

And pl ease, the State of Washi ngton, please
conduct the analysis that's being proposed by the
Oregon DOE. No outside waste, please. No nore
outside waste comng into Oregon and to Hanford.
Clean closure, | think that's another thing I'm
supposed to say, that wll speak your |anguage,
hopeful ly. Yes.

Pl ease, let's -- | nean, it seens to ne that
Hanford as a place for nuclear waste is conpletely

| nappropriate. Shouldn't we be | ooking for

Nationwide Scheduling
Toll Free: 1.800.337.6638

\ DEPONET Facsimile: 1.973.355.3094
® www.deponet.com

»

/



© 00 N o o A~ wWw N e

I N N N N N T e T i o e
a A W N P O © 0O N oo 0o A WO N+, O

Publ i c Hearing February 9, 2010

40

sonewhere that's away froma nmajor river, where
It's sonewhere that's very sparsely popul ated or,
preferably, not populated at all? | nean, these
seem | i ke conmobn-sense alternatives to be pursuing.
And | would Iike to urge everybody to nove in that
di rection.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. Bonnie New, and after

Bonnie wll be Aaron Mrehouse.

COMMENTS BY BONNI E NEW

Thank you. Good evening. M nane is Bonnie
New. |'ma physician from Hood R ver and a public
heal th specialist.

This is a health issue. There are |ots of
other ramfications: political, econom c,
technical, and so on. But it's generally a health
I ssue, health of the biological comunity. M
little niche in the biological community happens to
be human health, so I'll sort of stick with that
one.

Fromthe public health point of view, it would
be best to have a very conplete cleanup of
equi pnent, |ike the single-shelled tanks, whether

| eaki ng or not. Those that aren't |eaking, thank
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1 God for that. But they have the potential to |eak
2 In the sane ways that the ones before them have
3 | eaked. The tanks should -- need to be conpletely
4 enpti ed, sane reasoning. The tanks need to be
5 renmoved.
6 In regards to treatnent of the nuclear waste,
7 both the lowactivity waste and the high-1Ievel
8 nucl ear waste: The nost solid and health-
9 protective approach is vitrification of both of
10 those waste streans. The so-called alternative
11 met hods have not shown the effectiveness or
12 efficiency that vitrification has. And the
13 proposals for vitrifying just portions of it really
14 are i nconpl ete.
15 | can't imagi ne how you woul d deci de what
16 to -- | nmean, | understand there are sone techni cal
17 criteria for deciding what to vitrify or not. But
18 froma public health point of view, health is not
19 going to be protected unless it's all rendered in a
20 non-nobi l e state, which is the point with
21 vitrification. This applies to nuclear waste
22 that's in tanks, in the unlined trenches, in
23 contam nated soils and water; in fact, in any
24 nobil e or potentially nobile form
25 The Departnent of Ecol ogy has made a very
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sensi ble, brief statenment of the goal, which is to
do what is as nmuch as is technically possible. Not
econom cal ly feasi ble, not any of those sort of
slippery legal terns that nean not doing too much.
It needs to be done to the extent that's
technically possible and at | east 99 percent.

I woul d suggest also that it m ght be useful
In -- in the DOE's conmmuni cations to specify -- to
explain to the public exactly what vitrification
and ot her nethods of treatnent acconplish. And |
think this mght have been the substance of our
first question tonight. That is, it's not clear,
fromsonme of the materials produced by DOE, exactly
what vitrification offers to a cleanup and
specifically to the public.

That is, does it just keep the radioactivity
fromnoving around; it immobilizes it? O does it
sonehow reduce the radioactivity and, therefore,
the public health risk? 1It's ny understandi ng that
It keeps it fromnoving around. |f you have ot her
Information on that, you mght share that with us.
But | believe the questions were: |'m hearing
about vitrification. How nuch does this reduce the
risk?

On the subject of no new waste: This has sone

/
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1 significant public health inplications. It is not
2 strictly "Not in ny backyard," although there is
3 certainly that sentinment being expressed. The
4 transportation risk of off-site nuclear waste being
5 brought here, or anywhere else, is significant.
6 And the nunbers we heard of 856 cancer deaths
7 or whatever. However you count that, that is the
8 tip of the iceberg. That refers only to cancers;
9 that refers only to deaths. The non-cancer health
10 effects of radiation exposure are nuch nore
11 nunmerous. And the non-nortality, that is the
12 norbidity aspect, just the illness, is significant
13 also. So the idea of transportation being a
14 significant risk goes way beyond this, you know,
15 856 body count.
16 Anot her aspect that is relevant to public
17 health is that to be able to ship waste to Hanford,
18 or sonewhere else that is not where they
19 originated, gives themthe m staken inpression that
20 the health risk has been attenuated or nmaybe even
21 cured. It hasn't; it's been noved. And the sane
22 applies to the deconm ssioning of the FFTF, the
23 aspect of "Should parts of it be noved to Idaho for
24 further processing?" The answer froma public
25 heal th point of view would be "No."
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Thank you very much.
MR. PARHAM Thank you. Aaron Morehouse. And

after Aaron, Roll ean.

COMMVENTS BY AARON MOREHOUSE:

First off, thank you to everyone that's
brought this all together tonight. M nane is
Aaron Morehouse.

And as a recent newconer to the Gorge, this is
my first Hanford neeting. And I'min ny thirties.
And |1'Il cone back to that at the end.

But | |ike stories. Before comng here, | was
| ate toni ght because | was at hone, reading two
stories to nmy children before they went to bed.

And we're told a story; there's been a story
that's been forned here for decades. And this is a
story that wll be told -- it's been forned for
decades, but it wll be told for generations. And
what | want to know is, what's the end of that
story? Is it the kind of story that | read tonight
to ny children?

There's stories that take mllennia to form
And this Gorge, this region is full of stories that
have taken mllennia to form And needl ess to say,

out of 6,000 pages, and out of as many comments
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toni ght and out of every neeting there is and w ||
be about Hanford, there is a story being nade.

What we hear fromthe DOE tonight is not only
di shonoring the stories and the | egacies that have
formed this place, this region, but the | egacies
that recognize the Colunbia as the |ifebl ood of our
region. The preferred alternative is to target the
col | apse of the ecological integrity of our region.
They threaten the econom es of our comunities. It
drains the life -- literally, the lives -- fromthe
generations today, fromthe generations to cone.

So what wll be the stories that ny children
and grandchildren wll tell? Wat wll | tell them
when they read the story that's being witten in
these days? Wat did we do? So bringing it back
to the heart of it, what we need to nake sure gets
witten on that little machi ne over there is what
needs to be done.

So no off-site waste; it's absolutely
unt hi nkable. To | eave any waste behind is
absol utely unthi nkable. 100 percent renoval of all
the waste. Let's go beyond that 99. 9999 percent.
Let's conpletely dismantle the FFTF. Endeavor for
that hundred percent cleanup. The clean closure is

the words, | think, | heard earlier
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And let's be expedient. Let's not del ay.
Because like | nentioned, | amhere in ny thirties.
And if I"'mhere in ny fifties, |like the gentl enman
earlier, | wll not be nearly as cordial as he was.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. Next, Rollean. And
then after that, Theresa North.

COMMENTS BY ROLLEAN:

Al right. Al right. Yeah, yeah. Nuclear
stuff. It's pretty creepy stuff. You're nmaking
noney off it, huh? Get a nice check. 1|'ve worked
wth the governnment. | |iked getting a check; it
was good. OCh, boy. | was in the Arny. Wen | was
like 17 or something, | was living in South
Carolina, pretty close to the Savannah River Pl ant.
They called it the bonb plant. | was just a kid.
My daddy worked back there for DuPont. Have you
heard of DuPont? War profiteer. War profiteer.

| think the DOE is kind of, what you woul d
call, a PRfirmsort of for the war profiteers, to
sort of absorb all the possible reactions from
peopl e who kind of cone to their senses and go,
"CGee, ny dog's fur is falling out. Gosh. Wat
should | do?" They don't want you to do anyt hi ng.
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| started doing sonething in 1986. | went on
the Great Peace March for Nucl ear Di sarmanent. And
| spent a year going cross-country, trying to talk
people into -- trying to educate people about
nucl ear power, and particularly nuclear mssiles,
this type of thing. Then the next year, | decided
| wanted to start getting arrested. | was going to
start sticking ny neck out nore, see if | could
maybe go to jail or sonmething |like that.

| went down to Florida and | snuck onto, what
do you call, Cape Canaveral. Got caught trying to
stop sone nuclear mssiles being flown out of a
submarine, so they could go 5,000 mles over to
Russia. And they already had a mssile that woul d
do that. But this new mssile, we spent mllions
of dollars on, was going to shrink the target area
by -- from | think, a mle dow to a hundred
yards, so they could knock out hardened missile
silos. But they would never admt that. They said
they wanted to be nore accurate.

| kind of |earned that anything | hear from

the governnent is very suspect. Very suspect. In
fact, it's pretty nmuch -- I'Il just leave it at
t hat .

But then back in the early '90s, | spent the
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ni ght on top of a nuclear power plant itself, in
Vernmont. Ever heard of Vernont Yankee? |It's this
crazy-ass, CE-built nuclear reactor. |It's a box,
concrete box, that's not even got a done on it.

And a guy told me -- After | got arrested for
spendi ng the night on that and got taken down and
| ocked up in jail, went to court and had ny two

days in court, represented nyself. Hey, I'ma

© 00 N o o A~ wWw N e

| awer. For two days, | was.

And you know what? The guy told ne, in court,
that we didn't even know this. "Wat do you do
with the spent fuel? Wat do you do with it?" He
said, "We take it out on the top, on this rail on
the top of the reactor. And we put it in this
sw mm ng pool up on stilts.” | had no idea. It
sounds crazy, you better believe it. But | nean,
that's the truth.

And this particular power plant, they had it
in a raised, elevated swimm ng pool, 80 feet above
the ground, where it was going to stay
indefinitely. |It's still there today, in
Brattl eboro, Vernont, where | used to live.

And this is the kind of nentality. That's
kind of the preferred choice at the nmonent. What

are you going to do? Are you going to truck it
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out? That's what they're saying. "Truck it out
here to Hanford; it wll be safe here." That's so
ludicrous. It's like this crazy-ass joke, you
know, that -- that -- | don't know what to do about
It. 1've got to laugh a little bit about it, but
It's killing us at the sane tine.

So | want to, bottomline, say, really, thank
you for comng down here and sitting through this.
And just listen and keep it up. Keep it going.
Put pressure on these folks.

And if you're not involved actively in
resisting this kind of death culture, I would
really appreciate if you would get involved at sone
|l evel. Stick your neck out a little bit. And if
you don't have the tinme to please maybe send one
of your friends or just, you know, kind of help it
buil d. Because we're probably going to have to
eventually deal with this ourselves. Could be.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. Theresa North.

COMMENTS BY THERESA NORTH:
Good evening. | guess | should start out by
saying: Cean it up and don't bring anything new.
Just so you don't m sunderstand ny position.

But what 1'd like to do is talk to all of you,

/
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who work for the DOE and hol d these hearings again

and again and again, as people. |'msure your job
probably sucks sonetines; this evening, for
exanpl e.

And so |I'd like you, tonight or this weekend
or this nonth, to go hone and | ook at your kids and
your grandkids. And if you don't have those, 1'd
i ke you to | ook at your nephews and ni eces. And
when you read those statistics about cancer and
other illnesses, | would |ike you to put the faces
of the ones you |ove on those statistics.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. That's the end of our
registered list. |'d like to turn to anyone who
has not commented yet, who would |Iike to comment
now, given the finishing of our official |ist.

Do you want to start?

Again, after we get done wth people who
haven't spoken yet, we'll cone back to those who

have spoken and want to go agai n.

COMMENTS BY CATHERI NE FI TZGERALD:

My nane is Catherine Fitzgerald. | used to
live in the Gorge; | don't anynore. | noved out in
2002. But ny son still lives here. He works at

/

Nationwide Scheduling
Toll Free: 1.800.337.6638

DEPONET Facsimile: 1.973.355.3094
www.deponet.com



© 00 N o o A~ wWw N e

I N N N N N T e T i o e
a A W N P O © 0O N oo 0o A WO N+, O

»

\

Publ i c Hearing February 9, 2010

51
Skamani a Lodge. And he fishes a lot. And he's
really active. He used to swmin the river. |
didn't like it. Good thing he's healthy still.

But one thing after one of the speakers was
commenting that, you know, | think if the
governnment can shift over this nuclear waste to the
Col unbi a Gorge, where it's -- it's -- it's in an
earthquake fault; it's in the ring of fire; it's on
the river. You know, if we can store it right
there where it's really dangerous, maybe this
nucl ear waste is not so bad. The DOE probably
doesn't want you to know how bad it is. Because
t hen nucl ear power won't be very popular, and this
won't be a very good noneymaker for whoever.

And, Mary Beth, I'msorry, but | have to
coonment. |If the DOE's intention is to deliver a
very bl and, enotionless presentation that nobody
can understand, they've succeeded. | applaud you
on that. And I'msorry to direct ny conment
personally toward you. But | had a very hard tine
under st andi ng anything you were saying. You had no
enoti on what soever. Sorry about that.

| agree with all the other comments that have
been given here, in full, to everything they've

said. | conpletely agree. | conpletely agree that

/
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this man here has given a lot of his life to be a
part of the process. W should conpletely |Iook at

what Oregon's proposal is.

And | know that we -- we can't wait. | know
that we nust not wait. |If there's stuff |eaking,
we have to stop the leak. If you had a leak in

your house, and it was com ng down through the
ceiling, you would stop the leak first. But then
you would clean it up, correct? You'd dry it out;
you' d pull the roof down; you'd put a fan in there.
For however long it takes, you'd dry it out.

So if there's a leak, stop the leak. Stop the
| eaks however you have to. Wich we all know what
that neans. And then get to cleaning it up.
Because if it's still leaking, it's |leaking. You
know, |I'mnot a rocket scientist. |'ma nassage
t herapi st and an energy worker and a healer. And |
know what needs to be done.

And we're all very enotional about this,

I ncluding nyself. But one thing, | want to nake ny
| ast point is that we can nake this a positive. W
really can. If we all cone together and work

toget her and bring bigger guns in, whatever it
takes, we can make this terrible, terrible,

terrible problemthat really doesn't -- None of us
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did it. Anybody go out there and dunp nucl ear

waste? | didn't think so. It wasn't ne. It
wasn't you, it wasn't you, it wasn't you

But we can make this a positive when we can be
the ones that bring in this |legacy of this amazing
cleanup, this amazing feat. W can build |ike
t hese huge trains under hundreds of feet of water,
but we cannot clean up Hanford? | don't
understand. It's 2010. W have the technol ogy. |
know we do. So get off your butts and do what
needs to be done. I|I'mreally mad. And that's all
| have to say.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM Let ne check to see if anyone
hasn't spoken. Anyone el se hasn't spoken who woul d
i ke to?

Yes, sir, cone on up.

COMMENTS BY DAN SOLI TZ:

My nane is Dan Solitz. |'mfrom Eugene. |
was in the Navy with the propul sion service. And
after | got out, | was an anti-nuclear activist.
And then | followed waste for a while. And |'ve
been foll ow ng nucl eonics ever since, although I

haven't been very active init. And this is ny
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first night on the Hanford waste thing for ne.

And | guess it nmust be clear by nowto
everybody that both sides are holding the waste
hostage to the future of the nuclear power. The
environnentalists are holding it hostage to the
future of nuclear power, and the people who are
pronoti ng nucl ear power are holding the waste
host age and the environnental i sts hostage in the
future of nucl ear power.

And seens to ne |ike a big picture that needs
to be developed, and | think the Departnent of
Energy is in a position to do that. Because all of
this "Not in ny backyard stuff." The waste exists;
It exists in nmassive anmounts. Sonething has to be
done with it. It seens to ne |ike there should be
a study nade where -- of the nobst stable geologic
formations. And regardl ess of whose backyards
they're in, that's where it should go, to protect
the life of however the long the stuff is
radi oacti ve.

And it can be done. There's a natural reactor
I n Gabon, Africa, that is no |longer a hazardous
waste site; it's in a stable formation. So there
are other places on Earth and in this country where

that stuff can go. And it needs to be cl eaned up.
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It seens to ne that the proper approach to
Hanf ord woul d have been to stop the spread of the
waste to begin with and then cl ean up what waste
you have, so it doesn't spread anynore or endanger
anybody. But if it has to go sonepl ace el se
because it's a geologically unstable area, well,
then it has to go soneplace else. |If thisis a
geologically stable area, then it has to cone here.

People's own interests or prejudices need to
have a good, hard | ook taken at them That's al
|'"ve got to say.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. Anyone else that's

not spoken yet who would |ike to?

COMMENTS BY DOUG CHARTERS:

My nane is Doug Charters. |'ve been here in
the Gorge for alnbst 50 years. | was born here,
lived here all ny life. [|'man Oregonian by birth

and Washi ngtoni an by residence. W kind of called
oursel ves river rat kids because we all grew up on
the river. | spent many a summer down there,
playing in the water. Sonetines it's kind of
worrisone, but so far hanging in there.

What worries ne is, bringing the waste here is

putting all your eggs in one basket. It's a
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geol ogi cal or astrol ogical inpact-type thing, you
know, sonething of that disaster level. And you
have all of your nuclear waste in one basket, so to
speak. It could be far nore devastating than what
It could be.

And in the imedi ate terns or whatever, you
know, on-site, you know, storage of the other
facilities may be nore logical until, you know, a
nore permanent solution is devised in the future.
And |i ke Yucca Mountain, you know, at one tinme they
| ooked at it. But | believe it's shut down or
going to be shut down. That one geol ogically
worried ne.

But sone things take nore research in tine or
what ever. And sone of the |ogic, doesn't seem
| ogical to nove it or whatever at this tine,
because with sone of the devices they've built to
nove or whatever, there nay be a better way to do
It. But, you know, keep up what you're doing.

And one thing, when you entonb the stuff or
what ever, you m ght want to consider nmaking it
reaccessible in the future, you know, in your
net hods of what do you there. Because you may want
to renove it fromHanford or do sone other process

that's devel oped scientifically that's nore
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econom cal and feasible. So one of the things that
you may consider is, you know, your options are
viable in the future of what you do do.

But lining things and maki ng sure the
groundwater is safe should be a very high priority
for not just us, but the people that cone after us.

Thank you for your tine.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. Anyone el se that has
not comented that would like to? |f not, we can

turn to people that would |i ke to cone back up

ADDI TI ONAL COMMVENTS BY DANI EL LI CHTENWALD

My nane is Daniel Lichtenwald. | live in
ol dendal e, Washi ngt on

This is kind of an adm nistrative addition of
the health provider testified about sonething. |
want to clarify when | say "cleanup."” It's
probably i mobilizing and concentrating and
I sol ating as best as possible fromthe rest of the
environment. So that would, in effect, substitute
for every tinme |'ve nentioned "cl eanup" woul d be
t hat .

The ot her thing al so, soneone nentioned about
the ESA: Endangered Species Act. Also in the EIS,

whet her there's been any -- and | don't know
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whether it's EIS material, but the cost benefit

Wth respect to the treaties wwth the tribes. In
other words, if over the eons, the mllennia, the
river becones -- inpacts to the river have an
effect on the survival of the tribes' cultures,
whet her the Departnent of Energy has anal yzed those
costs and what they're wlling to pay for.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. Anyone el se have

addi tional comments? Yes, sSir.

ADDI TI ONAL COMMENTS BY JURGEN HESS:

Jurgen Hess. | just want to also pick up with
what M. Lichtenwal d said about the tribal treaty
rights. My wife and | spend a |lot of tine at the
Celilo Indian Village, which is 40 mles east of
here on the Colunbia River. W've gotten to know
them several of them as good friends.

And they basically eat fish. You look in
their freezers, they' re packed with fish. They eat
fish; they sell fish. And when | |ook at those
scenarios of the pollution for the next thousands
and thousands of years, | think it's nore than
treaty rights. | think it goes deeper than that.

It goes to our ethics of humanity.
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Those pollutants get into the fish. They get
into the flesh in especially fish |ike sal non and
steelhead. So |I think we, as people that took
their | ands, we have those obligations to do what's
right for themand clean it up, and nmake sure that
for their seventh generation, their children wl|l
have heal t hy food.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. Anyone else wth
addi tional comments at this tinme? |If not, thanks
for being here this evening, and thanks to the
Departnment of Energy and various state officials.
And we'll be around here for a few mnutes to take
addi ti onal questions or talk.

So this concludes the fornmal part of the

hearing for now. Thank you.

( COMMENT SESSI ON CONCLUDED AT 09: 25 PM
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CERTIFICATE

I, Deelana Johnson, Registered
Professional Reporter and Certified Shorthand
Reporter, certify that I reported in stenotype the
Formal Comment Session of the Public Hearing
captioned herein.

I further certify that my stenotype notes
were reduced to transcript form by computer-aided
transcription under my direction.

And I further certify that pages 1 through
59 contain a full, true, and accurate record of my
stenotype notes, to the best of my ability.

Witness my hand at Portland, Oregon, this

17th day of February, 2010.
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